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Treasurer’s Report 
 

October Year-to-date:                        Actual      Assuming apportionments are paid in full 
Income for Operating Budget:        $125,073                    $125,073 
Expenses for Operating Budget:    $112.973                    $135,893 
        Surplus or (Deficit);                  $12,100                     ($10,820) 

THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
 

What could we possibly give that God has 
not already given to us. 

Have you remembered the church 
in your will? 

Church email address:  sharonumc13@gmail.com  
church phone number: 364-3688 

 

Pastor’s email address: pastorkevinmoore@gmail.com                   
Pastor Kevin’s phone number: 319-521-1072 

 

Website: http://crsharonumc.org/ 

Impacting lives through faith, action, and the power of positive prayer 

Church Council Minutes 
    Did you know that the church council minutes can be found  

on our website?  outside the church office?                                                 
 and right next to the newsletters in the hallway?  

next Council Meeting:  
January 4th @ 11:30am 

 

Office Hours  
 

Pastor Kevin: Mon-Thurs  9am to noon 
Office Manager: Mon-Thurs  11am to 2pm 

the office is closed on Fridays 



 

 

A message from 
Pastor Kevin  

 
 

While I write this, keep in mind, it is prior to Thanksgiving. I am writing for the December 
newsletter, as if Thanksgiving is past and this should be about Advent and Christmas.  
 
Advent is the season of waiting. As I look back, it has become apparent to me, our entire lives 
are one of waiting. We wait for many things. As babies, we wait to be changed; we wait to be 
fed.  As a child, we wait for the first day of school and then we wait for summer when school is     
finally out. Then as teens, we learn to wait for summer camp, our first car, high school,            
and finally to graduate from high school. When we meet someone whom we have been waiting 
for our entire lives, we learn to wait and take one step at a time; and then at sometime we decide 
to have a family after the wait is over. Through the course of aging, we wait in lines at the store, 
the bank, and of course, our spouse to get ready to go somewhere.  As we age, we wait in      
waiting rooms for our babies and then we can’t wait to take them home with us.  And then as we 
grow older, we sit in our cars in line at school, waiting for the bell when our kids will pour out of 
the school building. We wait for cooler days in the summer months and warmer days in the    
winter months. We wait for tax returns, job promotions, and weekend getaways. And then we 
age some more and we find ourselves waiting even more. Now it is waiting for our children to 
graduate, find jobs, get married and have grandbabies for us to spoil, and we wait to retirement.  
And we find retirement to be a time of more waiting. But sometimes the wait isn’t what we     
expected; sometimes we wait for news from the doctor about the biopsy. If the news is not good 
we then wait for what lies ahead, and that is where our advent story begins. 
 
It breaks God’s heart when we experience suffering just as a parent to a child. Evil and          
corruption abound, but this is why God came into our world as a newborn baby.  It was as if God 
said enough! This will not happen in my kingdom! But instead of coming as a Conquering King 
he came as a Suffering Servant, and that should give each one of us hope and a reason to         
celebrate this Christmas season. We know that while we wait for what lies ahead, God has        
experienced this too along with the suffering that goes with death and dying. King David writes 
in Psalm 13 asking God how long, but in the end relies on God’s promises. 
 
 
 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
And have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 



 

 

 
Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! 

Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
And my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
My foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

 
But I trusted in your steadfast love; 

My heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
I will sing to the LORD, 

Because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 

Let us all celebrate Advent this year with a comfort and peace of God’s promises that 
never fail. 
 
Grace and peace always, 
Pastor Kevin 

 

Bible Studies Begin in January 
Brand new Bible Studies will kick off beginning                       

the 4th of January. If you are interested, contact Pastor Kevin at 
the church. The curriculums we will use requires                     

that you bring your study Bible. 
The days and times are as follows along with the                       

curriculum we are covering: 
 

 Sunday morning: 9-9:30am   Lectionary Study (sanctuary) 
 Sunday evening: 5-6pm   NEW Member Class (January only) 
 Sunday evening: 5-6pm  Confirmation Class (starts in February) 
 Sunday evening: 6-8pm:  Seeker’s Class   “Disciple I”  * 
 Monday morning Bible Study for women from 9:30am—11am. 
 Monday evening Bible Study from 6-7pm:  Nooma Study 
 Tuesday evening from 6-8pm: Seeker’s Class   “Disciple I” * 
 Wednesday evening Bible Study from 7-8pm:                                  

 “Confronting the Controversies” (Optional dinner at Perkins at 5:30pm) 
 
* You have an option to take this class on either Sunday or Tuesday as it is        
offered both days. 
 
Make it your New Year’s Resolution to join one of these groups. 



 

 

 

Sharon Religious Arts Ministries (RAM)  

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas to you all! 

December is the biggest month in the Sharon RAM year!     
Let’s look and see what you will all be seeing when you come to church! 

December 7th is the second Sunday of Advent and the Sharon        
Children’s Christmas presentation. You won’t want to miss the children as they bring their 
Christmas message. 

December 14th is the third Sunday of Advent and what we love to call                    
Living Christmas Tree Sunday. The Chancel Choir, Tone Chime Ensemble,          
Children’s Choir, and Children’s Tone Chime Ensemble all get together to give you an 
hour’s worth of Christmas music and messages from the Bible. 10:00am and 3:00pm for 
your friends and families from other church’s to enjoy. 

December 21st is the fourth Sunday of Advent. The Chancel Choir sings a beautiful 
Christmas anthem written by Karen Wagner—”Is There Room in Your Heart?”. 

December 24th is Christmas Eve. Our Christmas Eve service is at 7pm. The service 
will be filled with scriptures, carols and communion. We hope to see you there. 

December 28th has the Puppet Troupe to give you some special reflections. 

Looking ahead to 2015, January 4th is the first Sunday of the new year and we will have 
some special music on that Sunday. 

We hope to see you every Sunday in December. As you look ahead to 2015, you might 
want to make a resolution to come to church as often as you can. We love to see you. 

Once again, have a wonderful and safe holiday.  Merry Christmas!! 

John and Karen Wagner, Religious Arts Ministry Directors 

 

 

Notes from the Office Manager 
 Please keep the office up to date on changes to your address, email                       

and phone numbers. 
 The scheduling of the use of Fellowship Hall, the Sharon Room,      

or the sanctuary, needs to be done through the church office to 
avoid any scheduling conflicts. 

 Articles for the bulletin need to be submitted by Wednesday morning and 
articles for the newsletter, especially group activities, need to be  submit-
ted by the 20th of the month. 

 Committee chairpersons and leaders of groups - please check the mail 
boxes outside the church office once a week for important information. 

 If you have an article for the bulletin board, please put it in the office. 
 Thank you!!! 



 

 

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS 

December 7:  Communion Sunday 
                        Sunday School Children’s Program 
December 14:  Living Christmas Tree Service  
    10am and 3pm 
December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent 
December 24: 7pm Christmas Eve Service 
December 28:  1st Sunday after Christmas Day 

December Scriptures from the Lectionary 
December 7: Isa. 40: 1-11; Psalm 85: 1-2,8-13; 2Peter 3: 8-15a; Mark 1: 1-8 
December 14: Isa. 61: 1-4,8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1: 47-55; 1Thess. 5:16-24; 
        John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
December 21: 2Sam. 7: 1-11,16; Luke 1: 47-55 or Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26; Rom. 16: 25-27 
                        Luke 1: 26-38 
December 28: Isa. 61: 10 - 62:3; Psalm 148; Gal. 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 22-40 
 

in our prayers this past month: 
Laverne Severson; Nancy Deason; Nancy Nelson’s daughter Amy;     
Laura Ruble’s sister; Jack Kendall; Sandy Tomash; Earl Reeve;               
Michael Eden; Rona Gilbert; Dale Usher; Rick and Shirley Zimmerman; 
Joan Foster; Paul Newman; Tom and Belinda Muller’s granddaughter, 

Just a reminder: if you are admitted to the hospital, the hospital does 
not notify the church. You or a family member need to call the church 
(364-3688) with this information.  Thank you. 

Don’t forget to pray for our members in nursing homes: 
 

Fran Hanson: Willow Gardens in Marion 
Eugene Kelsey: in Reno, Nevada 

Andy Pettit: in Hubbard, Iowa 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
If you would be interested in an EVENING 

Prayer shawl group, please contact: 
Mary Boxa—551-5461 



 

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Recent projects: 
 Any extra food in the Sharon Pantry is donated to Mission of Hope at the end         
of the month. Don’t forget to bring in your food donations on the first Sunday of every 
month. 
 In November, we collected and will distribute new hats, gloves, scarves, and mittens 
to children in need during the first week of December. 

  
Ongoing projects: 
 Sharon Food Pantry for members and constituents: The church has shelves 
stocked with food items in the back hallway near the Sunday School rooms.                     
If you are struggling financially, please use this resource.  
 
  

Green Square Meals 
Don’t forget to sign up to help serve at the                       

 Green Square Meal site. 
Sharon Church helps on the 1st/5th Thursday of every month. 

Sharon’s Kitchen 
If you need a meal or if you know someone who is having a difficult time 

and could use a meal, please call Pastor Kevin or the church office. 

HELP CLEAN OUR KITCHEN 
and say our prayers 

cause Jesus and germs are everywhere!! 
Monday December 29th @ 9am 

We need your many busy hands to help with a MAJOR WINTER cleaning and      
organizing project in our church kitchen. 

Sandy Tomash and Marcia Evenson have graciously volunteered to head this and 
keep the kitchen in order, but we need your help to get this started.    

  All hands are welcome!     Thank you. 

ATTENTION EMMAUS WALK GRADUATES 
If you have completed the “Emmaus Walk” journey, 

We would like you to contact the:  
Church office (364-3688), Pastor Kevin (521-1072) or Jan Kuda (826-3505) 



 

 

THROUGHOUT DECEMBER 
 The Sunday School Children will be selling calendars for $9.00.         

All proceeds will go towards the camp fund. 
 

 And the Sunday School Children again will be delivering your     
Christmas cards. Cards may be brought and placed in the coat room, 
any Sunday in Advent. A freewill offering will be available.  

 
       Just a note: every year cards are left for people not attending Sharon UMC. 
                           Please check with the office if you are unsure about a person. 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  
ACTIVITIES 

 

December 7: Communion Sunday 
                      10am  Children’s Christmas Program 
      11am  ALL CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
     Bring a salad, vegetable or dessert to share 
             Meat, potatoes, gravy, dressing and drinks are furnished 
 

December 14: 10am Living Christmas Tree Service 
                         3pm  Living Christmas Tree Performance 
 

December 15:  5-8pm Pizza Ranch Fundraiser for Sharon UMC 
                           The confirmation class and others will be busing tables 
 

December 20:  2pm   All Church Caroling @ The Villages in Marion 
 

December 21:  9am Sunday School 
                        10am  Worship 
         1-5pm  Pastor Keven & Amy are hosting an Open House for all  
                                      Sharon Church Members—1309 Andrew Ct NW 
 

December 24: 7pm  Christmas Eve Service 
                                    Scripture, carols and communion 
 

December 25:  MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

December 28:  10am Worship 
                            



 

 

InBetweeners  
Ages college to 50 

Is spending December  
with family 

Sarah Circle: 

December 11 @ 6:00pm 
Hostess: Mary Boxa 

607 Hillview Dr.  Fairfax 
Devotion: Jan Kuda 
Christmas Dinner 

any lady of the church is welcome 

Knit Wits 
Everyone is welcome 

No meeting in December  
 

FIC - Friends in Christ 
Ages 50 and beyond. 
Is spending December  

with family 

Chat ‘n Chew 
Meets Monday, December 8 

8:30am 
Tommy’s Restaurant 

   anyone is invited to come      

Mini-Youth 
for grades 3-6 

no meeting in December 

SMALL GROUP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets every Thursday @ 1:30pm 

in the Sharon Room 

Sunday School for all ages:  
9am 

Girlfriends & Coffee @ SW Perkins  
Every Saturday @ 8:30am  

               
This is a group of ladies who get          

together each Saturday to share their 
faith and fellowship.  

Women’s Bible Study 
9:30am every Monday 

All women of the church are invited 
to attend. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
7-8pm in the Sharon Room 

Optional:  
Dinner at Perkins @ 5:30pm 



 

 

December Helpers 
Date Greeters Liturgist Hymn  

Leader 
Sound 
System 

Laptop Cleaning 
Crew 

 
7 

Nancy Ellison 
Marcy Usher 

Kathleen Weiss 

 
John Wagner 

 
Kathleen Weiss 

 
Bill Jahnel 

 
Doris Leonard 

 
Flockhart 

 
14 

Mary Boxa 
Cecil Ellison 

Doris Leonard 
Dave Leonard 

 
Pastor Kevin 

 
John Wagner 

 
Steve Flockhart 

 
None needed 

 
Boxa 

 
21 

Mary Reeve 
Sandy Tomash 

Marcia Evenson 

 
Tami Flockhart 

 
Zach Wagner 

 
Dale Usher 

 
Jan McMann 

 
Dale Usher 

 
28 

Tami Flockhart 
Joyce Lins 
Jan Kuda 

 
Gloria Jahnel 

 
Kathleen Weiss 

 
Duane Usher 

 
Mark Achey 

 
Evenson/Pasker 

Chyma 

 
 

      

Sharon United Methodist  Church 

1809 - 9th Street SW 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52404 

Office phone: 319-364-3688 

Pastor Kevin Moore 

 

 

We’re on the web!  

Http://www.gbgm-umc.org/crsharon/ 

 

 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City», «State» 

«Zip Code» 

We’re on the web!  

Http://crsharonumc.org/ 


