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January 2015 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

November Year-to-date:                    Actual      Assuming apportionments are paid in full 
Income for Operating Budget:        $138,160   $138,160 
Expenses for Operating Budget:    $132,620   $150,147 
        Surplus or (Deficit):                    $5,540   ($11,987) 

THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
 

A will is not just a dead giveaway, it is an 
extremely important legal document.        
It empowers you to determine what     

happens to our assets, your children, and 
your church. 

Have you remembered the church 
in your will? 

Church email address:  sharonumc13@gmail.com  
church phone number: 364-3688 

 

Pastor’s email address: pastorkevinmoore@gmail.com                   
Pastor Kevin’s phone number: 319-521-1072 

 

Website: http://crsharonumc.org/ 

Impacting lives through faith, action, and the power of positive prayer 

Church Council Minutes 
    Did you know that the church council minutes can be found  

on our website?  outside the church office?                                                 
 and right next to the newsletters in the hallway?  

next Council Meeting:  
January 4th @ 11:30am 

 

Office Hours  
 

Pastor Kevin: Mon-Thurs  9am to noon 
Office Manager: Mon-Thurs  11am to 2pm 

the office is closed on Fridays 



 

 

A message from 
Pastor Kevin  

 
 

I just finished my papers for continuing on towards ordination this past week and sent them to 
our office in Des Moines, ahead of the January 8 deadline. One of the more interesting papers 
that I wrote dealt with my understanding of the kingdom of God. 
 

Broken down in simple terms, the Kingdom was ushered in when God became incarnate in Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus reinforced this as He spoke in plain terms that the kingdom had already arrived, 
such as, “The kingdom of God is near you” (Luke 10:9) or “the kingdom of God has come upon 
you” (Matthew 12:28). When Jesus ascended to heaven He didn’t take the kingdom with him. 
He left behind for all of us the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

And by God’s grace and through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we have forgiveness of sins and    
reconciliation with God; the mirrored image of God being progressively restored in us;            
reconciliation between God’s people. We can experience substantial physical, spiritual,         
emotional, and relational healing. We can experience now the appetizers of the kingdom while 
we long for the full banquet feast. Christ’s second coming, is so important we mention it in our 
liturgy when we have Holy Communion, “….until Christ comes again and we feast at His   
heavenly banquet.” 
 

As each of us move on towards sanctification (through the grace we receive) there is a point 
where we can get a glimpse of what is yet to come. Although we can no more bring in Christ’s 
Kingdom than can we raise him from the dead. We should not sit and wait, nor tolerate such a 
thing as that, but work toward a life of discipleship and service and proclamation of the kingdom 
of God in the here and now. This is something I say regularly as part of the benediction (Go love 
and serve the Lord). 
 

And finally, to my sisters and brothers who want to debate the rapture with me           The parousia 
(arrival) of Christ will be an “unexpected, visible” event that will bring resurrection, judgment, 
and the consummated kingdom of God. 
 

Sisters and brothers, as we enter the New Year let us remember to enjoy the appetizers set before 
us as children of God, but keeping mind the final feast yet to come. It is our soul’s ultimate de-
sire; not simply because it is a kingdom, but because it is the kingdom where God dwells! 
 
Grace and Peace always, 
Pastor Kevin 



 

 

 
 Bible Studies Begin in January 

It is not too late to sign up for a bible study. The signup sheets 
 are on the bulletin board in the hallway or contact the 

church office. The studies are again as follows: 
 

 Sunday morning: 9-9:30am   Lectionary Study (sanctuary) just come 
 Sunday evening OR Tuesday evening from 6-8pm    

 Seeker’s Class   “Disciple I” curriculum. 
  This class will require you to read and answer questions each day 
  (30 minutes total). This class is where I began to read the bible 
  And were the Word was opened up to me. 
 Monday morning Bible Study for  women from 9:30am—11am. 
 Monday evening Bible Study from 6-7pm:  Nooma Study 
  Nooma class begins with a 15 minute video and then we are led to 
  Discuss our own views on the topic presented. 
 Wednesday evening Bible Study from 7-8pm:                                  

 “Confronting the Controversies” (Optional dinner at Perkins at 5:30pm) 
  This series examine the issues like Separation of Church and State, 
  Abortion, Prayer in Schools and Homosexuality. 
 
In each of these classes, it is important to remember we are a covenant group 
first and foremost, and we are to lift each other up, pray for one another, and 
what is spoken in our class remains in our class. Bring your study bible and be 
part of the fellowship. 

New Member Class 
For those interested in becoming a member of 

Sharon United Methodist Church, 
 there will be a new member class held during 

   the month of January.   
 This class begins January 4th from 5-6pm.                
Please contact Pastor Kevin if you are interested 

In joining this class. 



 

 

 

Sharon Religious Arts Ministries (RAM)  

Happy New Year! 

It may be cold out, but things are cooking at Sharon. 
 

On January 4th, we will have some special music. 
 

January 11th has the new year return of the Chancel Choir.  
They will be singing “Canaanland is Just in Sight.” 

On January 18th, the Chancel Choir sings “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” 

On January 25th, we have the Puppet Troupe returning for the new year. 
 

Make going to church every Sunday a new year’s resolution. God promises a blessing to 
those who gather in His Name! 

 

John and Karen Wagner, Religious Arts Ministry Directors 

 

 
 

Notes from the Office Manager 
 Please keep the office up to date on changes to your address, email                       

and phone numbers. 
 

 The scheduling of the use of Fellowship Hall, the Sharon Room,      
or the sanctuary, needs to be done through the church office to 
avoid any scheduling conflicts. 

 

 Articles for the bulletin need to be submitted by Wednesday morning and 
articles for the newsletter, especially group activities, need to be          
submitted by the 20th of the month. 

 

 Committee chairpersons and leaders of groups - please check the mail 
boxes outside the church office once a week for important information. 

 

 If you have an article for the bulletin board, please put it in the office. 
 

 Thank you!!! 

2015 Leadership Orientation Retreat 
January 23—24 

Watch your mail for this upcoming event 



 

 

UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS 

January 4:  Communion Sunday/Epiphany Sunday 
 
January 11: Baptism of the Lord 
 
January 18: Human Relations Day 
 
January 25: Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

January Scriptures from the Lectionary 
Jan. 04:  Isaiah 60:1-6;  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;  Ephesians 3:1-12;  Matthew 2: 1-12 
 

Jan. 11:  Genesis 1:1-5;  Psalm 29;  Acts 19 1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
 

Jan. 18:  1Samuel 3:1-10;  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;  1Cor.6:12-20;  John 1:43-51 
 

Jan. 25:  Jonah 3:1-5,10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1Cor.7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 

in our prayers this past month: Kathy Hornocker; Joanne LeGrand; 
Joan Foster; Steve Tomash; Marie Kendall’s nephew—Tyler;  
Jeff Astor; Mary Hayden; Donnie Hayes; Ella Achey; 
Ray & Irma Brown; Richard & Marilyn Whittlesey; Bob & Helen Burns; 
Dale Usher; Bob Coleman; Anthony Gibbons; Todd Odeen and family; 
Rick Zimmerman; all our members and families suffering from the flu. 
 
 

The family of Vern Horsky who passed away on Thanksgiving Day 
The family of Earl Reeve who passed away on December 4th 
 for Larry McMann’s family  - death of his nephew 
 For Kathy Emery’s brother— death of his wife Evie 

Don’t forget to pray for our members in care facilities: 
 

Fran Hanson: Willow Gardens in Marion 
Eugene Kelsey: in Reno, Nevada 

Andy Pettit: in Hubbard, Iowa 
Marilyn Whittlesey: West Ridge 

Bob Burns: Cottage Grove Place 
Rick Zimmerman: The Woodlands 



 

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT 

Recent projects: 
 Any extra food in the Sharon Pantry is donated to Mission of Hope at the end         
of the month. Don’t forget to bring in your food donations on the first Sunday of every 
month. 
 We collected and  distributed new hats, gloves, scarves, and mittens to children in 
need during December. 

  
Ongoing projects: 
 Sharon Food Pantry for members and constituents: The church has shelves 
stocked with food items in the back hallway near the Sunday School rooms.                     
If you are struggling financially, please use this resource.  
 
  

Green Square Meals 
Don’t forget to sign up to help serve at the                       

 Green Square Meal site. 
Sharon Church helps on the 1st/5th Thursday of every month. 

Sharon’s Kitchen 
If you need a meal or if you know someone who is having a difficult time 

and could use a meal, please call Pastor Kevin or the church office. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Prayer Chain 
In order to ensure that prayer requests via the phone system are as 
systematic and informative as possible, the following guidelines are 

being started: 
1. Prayer chain messages will be sent out for members and their         

immediate family members only. 
2. The prayer chain will be used from 8am-8pm. If there is a prayer   

concern after hours, please leave a message on the church answering 
machine. 

3. In case of a life/death situation, the pastor is always available, and the 
prayer chain will be activated as soon as possible. 

4. It is always the pastor’s decision whether or not to start the prayer  
chain. 

Thank you for your help . 



 

 

WHAT IS YOUR STORY? 
 

In 300 words or less share your story: 
It could be: 

Your testimony (when you first found Christ) 
A great A-Ha moment (when God took your breath away) 

Miracle (God showed you His hand at work) 
A God moment (He touched you in a special way) 

Or any other experience you may have had you’d like to share. 
SHARE ONE WITH US 

Some will be shared during the worship service throughout the Lenten Season. 
A booklet will be made of all that are turned in, so be thinking and writing your story to share. 

(please turn your story into the office by February 1st –email or hard copy is fine) 

Emmaus/Chrysalis Weekends 
For those interested, there will an Emmaus walk 
this spring at First United Methodist Church in 

Marshalltown. 
The men’s walk will be February 10-22  

and the women’s walk is March 5-8. 
Chrysalis will be held at the Grinnell United 

Methodist Church 
on April 17-20. 

Just a reminder: if you are admitted to the hospital, the hospital does 
not notify the church. You or a family member need to call the church 
(364-3688) with this information.  Thank you. 

ATTENTION EMMAUS WALK GRADUATES 
If you have completed the “Emmaus Walk” jour-

ney, 
we would like you to contact the:  

Church office (364-3688), Pastor Kevin (521-
1072) or Jan Kuda (826-3505) 



 

 

InBetweeners  
(ages college to 50) 

Check the bulletin board 

Sarah Circle: 

January 15th 
6pm—Perkins SW 

Everyone bring a short devotion 
 

any lady of the church is welcome 

Knit Wits 
 January 21st @ 11:30am 

Panera’s SW 
Everyone is welcome 

FIC - Friends in Christ 
(ages 50 and beyond) 

Sunday, January 11th @ 11am 
Bring a pot of soup & a beverage Chat ‘n Chew 

Monday, January 12th 
8:30am 

Tommy’s Restaurant 
   anyone is invited to come      

Mini-Youth 
(for grades 3-6) 

January 4th @ 11am 
“Cootie” 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets every Thursday @ 1:30pm 

in the Sharon Room 

Children’s Sunday School:  
9am 

Girlfriends & Coffee                                      
SW Perkins  

Every Saturday @ 8:30am                            
Ladies sharing faith & fellowship    

Women’s Bible Study 
Every Monday @ 9:30am 

All women of the church are invited 
to attend. 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
“Confronting the Controversies” 

7-8pm in the Sharon Room 
Optional:  

Dinner at Perkins @ 5:30pm 

Adult Lectionary Study 
Sunday mornings—9am 

sanctuary 

Bible Study 
“Nooma Study” 

Starts January 5th 
Monday nights from 6-7pm 

Seeker’s Class 
“Disciple 1” Course 

Sunday nights from 6-8pm starting January 4th 
OR 

Tuesday nights from 6-8pm starting January 6th 

New Member Class 
Starts January 4th from 5-6pm 

all of January 



 

 

January Helpers 
Date Greeters Liturgist Hymn  

Leader 
Sound 
System 

Laptop Cleaning 
Crew 

 
4 

Marilyn Clements 
Nancy Ellison 

Jan Kuda 

 
Mark Achey 

 
John Wagner 

 
Dale Usher 

 

 
Mary Boxa 

 
Tomash 

 
11 

Dustin Boxa 
Tamara Boxa 

Pat Carder 

 
Kathy Emery 

 
Keith Berk 

 
Dale Usher 

 
Phyllis Daugherty 

 
Duane Usher,Bray 

Sloan, Kenney, 
Yackubowski 

 

 
18 

Jason Clements 
Sonya Clements 

Rick Emery 

 
Tami Flockhart 

 
Zach Wagner 

 
Duane Usher 

 
Cecil Ellison 

 
Odeen 

 
25 

Dora Eden 
Rona Gilbert 

Steve Flockhart 

 
Marcy Usher 

 
Kathleen Weiss 

 
Steve Flockhart 

 
David Hornocker 

 
Flockhart 

 
 

      

Sharon United Methodist  Church 

1809 - 9th Street SW 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52404 

Office phone: 319-364-3688 

Pastor Kevin Moore 

 

 

We’re on the web!  

Http://www.gbgm-umc.org/crsharon/ 

 

 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City», «State» 

«Zip Code» 

We’re on the web!  

Http://crsharonumc.org/ 


