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THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE Office Hours

How can you best provide a legacy gift to help carry
on the mission and ministry of your church?
Find out how the Endowment Fund can help.

Have you remembered the church in your will?

Mon-Thurs 1lam to 2pm
the office is closed on Fridays

Treasurer’s Report - December Year-to-date

Income for Operating Budget: $167,128
Expenses for Operating Budget: $168,726
Surplus or (Deficit): ($1598)

The deficit was covered by prior years’ surplus.

Church Council Minutes

Did you know that the church council minutes are
posted outside the church office?
and are right next to the newsletters in the hallway?

Next meeting: Sunday, April 3 @ 2pm

Worship Service
DVDG®G of the worship services
are available for check out
in the library

Deadlines

Bulletin and Announcements:
Thursday noon

March Newsletter: February 19

Please notify Pastor Kevin or the office
if you are admitted to the hospital
and again when you are discharged.
Thank you.



A message [ I Q. —
Pastor Kevin

It is cold outside this morning. I hope all of you are staying warm as we patiently wait for
warmer days. When everything is going our way, like when we experience warmer
temperatures, patience is easy to demonstrate. The true test of patience comes when our rights
are violated, when another car cuts us off in traffic; when we are treated unfairly; or when we
wake up with negative temperatures outside and a foot of snow. Some people think they have
a right to get upset in the face of irritations and trials. Impatience seems like a holy anger.

The Bible, however, praises patience as a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) which should be
produced for all followers of Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:14). Patience reveals our faith in God&
timing, and trusting God in the midst of all our storms (including our snow storms).

In the meantime, the lectionary right now has Jesus coming home to Nazareth to preach to the
home folks. This is right after His baptism and dealing with Satan in the desert. I can see the
hometown paper headline, fiLocal boy returns home after making good.0 But what happens next
1s not what I would have imagined; instead of a ticker tape parade, the people in Nazareth run
Jesus out of town. Not what I would consider a fiwinO for Jesus. But I can relate to this;

one moment you are the toast of the town and the nexté you are just toast. It is comforting to
know that despite our failures, with God, we win.

The question is, iWhat does a win look like for you in your life?0 What is your goal in life?
Whatever it isé know this: God has a plan for your life. It begins with prayer and building up
your relationship with Him, getting to know him more on an intimate level. In Ephesians 1:17,
Paul is praying for the church in Ephesus that they would receive the spirit of wisdom and
revelation, so they might know Him better. This fknowledge0 is not to be associated with
information. In the Greek language the word that is used here is more relational than that.

[t& the type of knowledge that a wife has about her husband and vice versa. That would be a
fiwinO in my book, when we have that kind of a relationship with Christ. J

I pray that God would speak to you today, that your life would be renewed with passion and
a fresh sense of Jesus. May His call to you be answered, and may God®& win in you...
be complete.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Kevin

Amy and I want to thank you for the many cards and gifts given to us this past
Christmas season. Your dedication and love for the Lord help to warm my
spirit on these cold days of winter.

May God®& grace and peace be with you in 2016!

Pastor Kevin



Sharon Religious Arts Ministries (RAM) for February 2016

The RAM ministries has a lot to offer for February.

On February 7th: Pastor Kevin will be working with a friendly puppet during
the children® sermon.

February 14th: is the first Sunday of Lent and the Chancel Choir will sing a
beautiful anthem, called fiSeas of Mercy0 .

February 21st: the Chancel Choir sings a beautiful old gospel song: fiThe Eastern GateO .

February 28th: the Answer Guys return to try to answer the perplexing question—
AiWhy do bad things happen?0

There is a lot in February, including the beginning of Lent.
How about coming to church every Sunday in Lent?

See you on Sunday.
God blessé .
John and Karen Wagner, Religious Arts Ministry Directors

I . x IMPORTANT INFORMATION
@\&@‘W 1 If you leave a note for the pastor or the office, please make sure
\\NQ that you specify what you want that information used for:

the newsletter; the prayer chain; an announcement on Sunday;
a prayer request for Sunday; for pastor® eyes only; etc.

1 Please keep the office up to date on changes to your address,
email and phone numbers.

1 The scheduling of the use of any rooms in the church, needs to be done through
the church office to avoid any scheduling conflicts. Also, if you are in charge of a
group that uses our church, you are responsible for making sure that they clean up
when they leave. Thank you.

Prayer Chain Guidelines
1. Prayer chain messages will be sent out for members of our church and their
immediate family only.

2. The prayer chain will be used from 8am-8pm. If there is a prayer concern after
hours, please leave a message on the church answering machine or call Pastor Kevin.

3. In case of a life/death situation, the pastor is always available, and the prayer
chain will be activated as soon as possible.

4. It is always the pastor® decision whether or not to start the prayer chain.
Thank you for your help




UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS ||

February 7: Communion Sunday
February 10: Ash Wednesday
February 14: First Sunday of Lent

February 21: Noisy Bucket Sunday & Boy Scout Sunday

February 28: Third Sunday of Lent

February Scriptures from the
Feb. 7: Exodus 34: 29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3: 12-4:2; Luke 9: 28-36 (37-43)
Feb.10: Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51: 1-17; 2 Corinthians 5: 205-6:10; Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21
Feb. 14: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16; Romans 10: 8»-13; Luke 4: 1-13
Feb. 21: Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3: 17-4:1; Luke 13: 31-35
Feb. 28: Isaiah 55: 1-9; Psalm 63: 1-8; 1 Corinthians 10: 1-13; Luke 13: 1-9

L

Members in our prayers since the last newsletter:

Vern Bagley; Jean Overton; Bud & Irma Rayborn; Mary Hayden; Kathy Hornocker;
Millie Coberly; Cindi Ruble; Sue Usher; Don & Sue Novak; Mary Boxa;
Kathy Milroy; John Powers; Barb Olive; Kris Stevens; Joan Foster.

The family of Jeff Astor who passed away on January 6th.

Don@ forget to pray for our members in care facilities and those homebound:

FOI:.!:E; , Fran Hanson: Willow Gardens in Marion
| Rick Zimmerman: The Woodlands
NI Bud & Irma Rayborn: Westridge

Don & Lorene Trachta: Emery House (Robins)

Millie Coberly; Carol Knoll; Kathy Hornocker; Joanne LeGrand,
Richard Whittlesey; Shirley Zimmerman




|| OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT ||

Recent projects:
Dond forget to bring in your food donations on the first Sunday of every month. Any extra food in the
Sharon Pantry is donated to Green Square Meals at the end of the month.

Thank you for supporting these projects. Look for more ways to help out our community in the coming months.

Green Square Meals
Don@ forget to sign up to help serve at the Green Square Meal site. =
Sharon Church helps on the 1st/5th Thursday of every month.

Sharon’s Kitchen
If you need a meal or if you know someone who is having a difficult time and
could use a meal, please call Pastor Kevin or the church office.

1y

Thank you from the Astor family for all the prayers over the past
) two years. Many times Jeff rallied after the numerous prayers.

And with his passing, thank you for the prayers, cards, hugs, and
7R thoughts during this difficult time. Please know that the kindness
from our church family has meant a lot.

A HUGH SHOUT OUT:
To all who went the extra mile in giving,
So that we were able to meet our 2015 budget.
God Bless You All.

Who do I ask if I have a question, suggestion or concern:

ABOUT ASK

Church Finances? Dale Usher or Marv Evenson

My Personal Giving? Dustin Boxa or Tamara Boxa
Worship Services? Lynda Lanus
Sunday School/Christian Education? Marcy Usher

Building Issues? Gib Boxa

the Pastor or any staff member? Kathy Milroy
Outreach activities? Toni Overton

These are all chairpersons of our various committees.



ANOISY BUCKET”

Our finoisy bucketd campaign raised over $3000 in January This money was used to meet our
financial obligations for 2015. We will continue this finoisy bucketO campaign on the third
Sunday of each month, with proceeds going to different projects.

Keep saving your change!!!!

February 12
The doors open at 5:30pm and the movie iGod& Not Dead0 begins at 6pm.

Brief synopsis: When an atheist Philosophy professor plans to forego fidusty argumentso
in his class, he insists the new students declare that fGod is dead.0 Unable to do this,
Josh is challenged to defend his faith and prove to the class that God’s Not Dead.
Against all odds, Josh stands up for he faith and takes on the challenge.

No previews, no commercials and popcorn will be furnished.
Join us for a fun evening of fellowship in the sanctuary.

{/%—ED Ask Pastor Kevin
- P Johnny Johnson writes in: Pastor, what is your favorite word? & why?
fg’ 5 €7 ) N Pastor Kevin says: My second favorite word is CATAWAMPUS.
| Vet This is because the world is catawampus, along with everyone in it -
@ skewed and imperfect. And we are saved because of my favorite word

which 1s GRACE.

LENTEN ACTIVITIES

Lenten Lunch Series (see the next page for all 7 times and locations)

Ash Wednesday Service at Sharon: February 10 at 6pm

Lenten Lunch Series at Sharon: March 16 at 12:10pm

Maunday Thursday Service: March 24 at 6pm

prayer vigil beginning at 7:30pm on March 24 and ending at 5:30pm on March 25

Good Friday Service: March 25 at 6pm



2016 Lenten LuncheonSeries:
The SevenWords of Christ From the Cross
Sponsored by theWest Side SixAssociation

The community is invited to reflect during the Holy Seasomf Lent as we recal
the Seven Words of Christ from the @oss. The services are Hd at 12:10 p.m.
and will be followed by a light lunch A freewill offering ($5 suggested) will be
used to cover the cost of the meal and for the ongoing work of the West Si
Six As®ciation along with Matthew 25.Here is the Lenten schedule

Date Host Church Speaker

February 10 Matthew 25 Rev.John Loul
drorgive them Father, for they do not know whattheydad ( Luke 2

Februaryl7 Trinity United Methodist Church Rev.Diane Townsle
Ofruly I tell you, bday you will ke with me in paradise.0(Luke 23:43)

February24 AsburyUnited MethodistChurch Rev.Kevin Moore
oBehol d vy ehwldyos maothed (JobrB19:2627)

March 2 St. James United Methodist Church Rev.Bonnie Koeppet
0 My Gyp@od, why have you forsaken mei{Matthew 27:26)

March 9 Salem United Methodist Church Rev.Patrick Munyakaz
dthirst6 (John 19:28)

March 16 SharonUnited Methodist Church Rev.Clint TweetBall
dtisfinishedé (John 19: 30)

March 23 St. MarksUnited Methodist Church  Rev.Carol Sundlerg
drather, into your hands | commitmy spirité6 ( Luke 23: 4



United UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Methodist 2016
V_Vomen

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to:
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ;
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;
to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women:

Provides the foundation for the work and witness of United Methodist Women: in the words of this
statement, we find our reason for being an organization of lay women mobilized for mission, where we can
develop and use our God-given gifts to engage in God® mission in the world. We commit to develop strong
leaders through education and training in leadership skills that equip us so we can be strong women with,
more opportunities to develop a deeper understanding of mission, and grow spiritually which gives us the
abilities to make a difference in the lives of hurting women, children and youth.

“As Saul neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him”. (Acts 9:3)

“While Jesus was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper,
a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, mad of pure nard. She broke the jar and
poured the perfume on his head. (Mark 14:3)

When we take on any mission task we look through the eyes of faith at the needs around us, within our
group, church, community, country and the world. Then, we look at what we have: our unique talents,
resources and creativity, and then we listen to the call of God. When we find the places where these intersect
we find our way to fulfill the PURPOSE. Like the woman with the alabaster jar, sometimes this means
breaking with tradition to appropriately honor Christ by addressing the needs that we see.

Do YOU feel led to serve God as a woman with a purpose?

Do YOU desire to seek fulfillment, through being a part of a community of women, getting to know God,
becoming a whole person through Jesus Christ, developing a creative, supportive fellowship, and expand
concepts of mission?

Our first meeting will be: Saturday, February 27 @ 10am

Sign up during the month of February, and become a part of Sharon United Methodist Women!
Together we can make a positive difference in this hurting world!



SHARON OPPORTUNITIES

Gear Up for the Sermon
Sunday mornings

9—9 : a@n0
College Age and Above

Disciple I Class—New Testament:
Sundays @ 3pm

This study emphasizes the wholeness of the Bible
as a revelation of God.
It includes personal Bible reading, study
and group discussion to aid in understanding
the Bible.
Leader: Amy Moore

Women’s Bible Study
Every Monday @ 9:30am

All women of the church are invited
to attend.

Revelation Study
Mondays from 1pm-2pm

This study explores the revelation of
Jesus Christ and the glorious
Consummation of His Kingdom
Leader: Pastor Kevin

Bible 101
Tuesdays from 10am-11am

This study is for people who want to learn the basics
about the Bible. No knowledge of the Bible is required.

Bringing a Bible to the study is recommended.
Leader: John Wagner

Sarah Circle—a women’s study group
February 18 @ 6:30pm

Hostesses: Sandy Suchomel & Helen Burns
Devotion: Joan Foster

Children’s Sunday School:
9-9:30am
Kindergarten—high school

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study

6-7pm

This study focuses on different books
of the Bible.

(optional dinner with the children at 5:30pm)

Leader: Duane Usher

Praver Shawl Ministry

Every Thursday afternoon
1:30-3pm

Girlfriends & Coffee
SW Perkins
Saturdays @ 8:30am
Ladies sharing faith & fellowship

See Amy Moore for more details

Youth Program
L.I.G.H.T. W.O.R.K.

Kindergarten—High School
Wednesdays @ 5:30pm —7/pm
Begins with a dinner.

Mini-Youth
grades 3-6

February 1 3l 4-sleepover

Bring: sleeping bag, pillow, bed pal,
Lesson—Chapter 6: Jan Kuda Toothbrush/paste and church clothes

Mission: Cleveland School



SHARON OPPORTUNITIES

Knit Wits

) InBetweeners
Social group—meets once a month College age to about 50
TUESDAY, February 16 @ Metro Grill o
11:30pm February 20‘31—sk1 trip
an

Anyone is welcome to come
February 2 3-TBD

Iowa Women® Basketball Game

FIC—FTriends in Christ see Amanda Frank for details
Semi-retired and beyond

meets monthly
February 2 3-TBD does service projects & socializes

Iowa Women& Basketball Game

Weekly Men’s Breakfast
Thursdays from 9:30am-10:30am

T R LE] W] All men of the church are invited to attend.

IjAlxayS 1\14;}’—dAEgUSt Come at 9am and help with the cooking.
ges 14 and above Cost is $5.00

Religious Arts Ministry (RAM)
Chancel Choir: rehearses Saturdays in February—check the calendar
Ages: 6th grade and beyond - sings 3 times a month
Tone Chimes: rehearses Sunday mornings @ 8 am—b5 weeks before a performance
Ages: 6th grade and beyond - performs 4 times a year

Support Ministries

Card Ministry; Cleaning Crews; Greeters; Liturgists; Hymn Leaders;
Laptop Support; Nine to Dine Groups; Sound System; Ushers
and AWe Care0 Teams;

For more information about any of these groups -
please contact Pastor Kevin or the church office.



Sharon United Methodist Church
1809 - 9th Street SW

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
Office phone: 319 -364-3688
Pastor Kevin Moore

«Name»
«Address»
«City», «State»
«Zip Code»

Wedr e

on t

Http://crsharonumc.org/
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February Helpers
Date Greeters Liturgist Hymn Sound Laptop Cleaning
Leader System Crew
Marilyn Clements
7 Nancy Ellison | Marcy Usher | John Wagner | Dale Usher Mary Boxa Duane Usher +
Rona Gilbert
Marg Ruppert
14 Dustin Boxa John Wagner | Keith Berk [ Duane Usher | Cecil Ellison Newman
Tamara Boxa
Dora Eden
21 Kathy Emery Mark Achey | Zach Wagner Steve Jan McMann Odeen
John Powers Flockhart
Jason Clements
28 | Sonya Clements [Toni Overton| Kathleen Dale Usher | Tami Flockhart Flockhart
Karen Reid Weiss




