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Dear Sharon UMC,
Ezekiel 37 describes a scene in a valley of dry bones. God asks Ezekiel if these bones can live yet
again. Ezekiel responds God knows whether or not this can happen. God tells Ezekiel to prophesy to the dry
bones, and Ezekiel does. They join together, forming tendons, muscle, and skin begin to cover them. Now, a
bunch of bodies exist without breath.
God tells Ezekiel to prophesy the breath of life into the bodies. He does and an army assembles
before him. What an amazing scene this is for Ezekiel to see. From nothing but dry bones, God brings an
army, saying:

“Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going
to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then
you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them.
I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land.”
God here is telling the people that even what seems like death is not or does not have to be. God can make
from the lowest positions or the unlikeliest of situations something new.
As we move into this next season of our church, I want to ask you to imagine. Imagine what God
could have in store for our church. If God can resurrect dead bodies, resurrect Jesus Christ from the depths
of death, surely, surely, God can make new things from our church.
It is easy to imagine what we have done and where we have been. The hard part is to listen to where
God is telling us to reach out to next. The church that has felt like dry bones, longing for the ability to
assemble and move forward, is now being called by God to dream dreams, to call out the Holy Spirit to
empower us forward.
Let us not settle for being who we once were, but rather, let us celebrate our history and be good
stewards of where God is calling us forward in this season. I hope in the next month, we will have the
beginnings of a new mission and direction for our church. We will be the dry bones assembling under the
Holy Spirit toward our goal in where God is calling us.
Please be praying for this church in this season of new direction and may we not limit God in where
God is calling us to be the church. -Pastor Nick

Office Hours 10:00 am—1:00 pm Mon-Thurs
Email: sharonumc13@gmail.com
Tel: 319) 364-3688 Website: http://crsharonumc.org/

Deadlines
Sunday Bulletin: Tues Noon
Dec Newsletter: Thurs Nov 21

Mission/Vision Workshops
No sign-up or RSVP needed. Just come & share your ideas!
Session #1
We will begin by looking at the hoped-for end. If our goal is to make a church that creates
disciples, what would this church and disciples look like if we are successful? We will also look
at core values and what makes us Sharon UMC.
Questions to consider:
-What is the church?
-How would you describe the church to someone not familiar with church?
-What core attributes are vital/we should not lose from Sharon?
Session #2
We will use information collaborated from session 1 to think about the dream we could be at
Sharon UMC. We will envision what Sharon UMC looks like 3-5 years from now, and we will
begin to envision the goals together.
Questions to consider:
-If we were successful in creating the church and disciples we talked about in Session 1, what
would our church look like?
-What would we do to bring the most glory to God?
-What kind of church would you be most excited to have your kids, grandkids, next generation
be attending?
Session #3
We will look at the summation of sessions to this point, and we will ask what it will take to
accomplish our goals. We will try to narrow down our focus to three or four points for the
mission on how to accomplish our envisioned future. These points will be what we align our
ministry toward for the coming years.
Questions to consider:
-Where do our current ministries line up with where we want to go?
-What ministries do we need to add to get to our hoped for vision?
-What ministries do we need to consider letting go of to reach our hoped for vision?
Sun 11-3 11:30 am

Session #1 Meeting times
Mon 11-4 1 pm & 7 pm

Tues 11-5 11 am & 7 pm

Sun 11-10 11:30 am

Session #2 Meeting times
Mon 11-11 1 pm & 7 pm

Tues 11-12 11 am & 7 pm

Sun 11-17 11:30 am

Session #3 Meeting times
Mon 11-18 1 pm & 7 pm

Tues 11-19 11 am & 7 pm

JOHN WESLEY “Not, how much of my money will I give to God, but, how
much of God’s money will I keep for myself?”
The Endowment Committee
Your beneficiary designations control who will receive your assets.
Do something for your church that will last beyond your lifetime.
Have you remembered your church in your will?
Treasurer’s Report September Year-to-date
September 2019 YTD
Income for operating budget

108,806

Expenses for operating budget
Surplus/(Deficit)

September 2018 YTD Difference
105,998

2,808

(104,096)

(110,691)

6,594

4,710

(4,692)

9,402

Sharon Youth Group
Sharon Youth Group has been meeting from 6:30-7:30 on Wednesdays.
We have been studying the book of James, a practical and helpful book on faith written by
Jesus' brother. We also have learned through games and activities, as well as worshiped
through prayer and song.
We always have room for more who would like to be in this middle school & high school group.
For more information, contact Pastor Nick Grove or Marcy Usher.

“JOURNEY”
Sharon Room
Thursday November 21st 11:30 am
Lesson #3 -- “Heaven”
Books available
$6.50

-Questions??

Contact: Bobbi Wilkinson

319-430-6467

246luth@mchsi.com

November Sunday Scripture for Pastor Nick’s Sermons
11/3 John 21:15-19 - God Empowers
11/17 Timothy 6:6-10 - God Gives

11/10 Acts 1:1-9 1 - God Sends
11/24 Revelation 21:1-7 - God Reigns

Sunday Nov 3rd 11:00 pm Annual Roast Beef Dinner
Plan to share a delicious meal and good fellowship!
P.S. The Auction has been moved to Spring.
Stay tuned for updates in 2020!

Choir Schedule

Weds Nov 6th 6:30-7:30 pm
Sun Nov 10th 11-11:45 am
Sun Nov 17th 11-11:45 am
Sun Nov 24th Sing for worship—anthem “Softly and Tenderly Calling”
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