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 Dear Sharon UMC,  
 While we look at the mission and vision and begin to develop our focuses, I want you to hear how 
excited I am for the potential of what is to come. This is going to be no easy journey to challenge our              
comfort zones or stretch ourselves from how we have always done things and looked at church, but our            
vision of seeing more Christians growing and serving should be exciting. This is the echo of what I hear               
this church desiring more and more in the first seven, now, months.  

In order to get to where we want, we will need to focus on the mission before us: “Know God’s 
Love, Grow in God’s Love, and Go in God’s Love.”  

First, we want all people to Know God’s Love. When they enter or encounter our people, we want 
God’s love to be evident in us. We want them to hear the gospel message that while we could not save             
ourselves, God lived the life we ought to live, died the death we deserved, and resurrected to offer us life    
still today. The Holy Spirit is still moving and desires for our hearts and minds to be transformed, to look 
more like Jesus. 

When we are transformed by this truth: God loves us, God desires to be in relationship with us, and 
God is big enough to handle our messiness and still offer us grace. We can then, by God’s grace, dive deeper 
into a relationship with Christ. This looks a lot like community focused on Christ, gathered to be fed by 
Christ’s love. This also looks like the works of piety in the UMC like prayer, studying Scripture, worship 
and devotion, and communion. This is growing the internal, so the external spills over in our last part of the 
mission. 

Finally, when we have been saturated in God’s love, grown in our faith, we will naturally see the 
world is not as it should be. We have agency to change the world. God has given us free will to both love 
and destroy, to build up and tear down. If our inner life is one that is aligned to Jesus, we will begin to see 
the need for all of the outer world to begin to look like that as well. This, in the UMC, is acts of mercy,              
serving the poor, offering ourselves up to those in need, loving those who do not know God’s love.  

This seems like a step 1-2-3 process, but some people will most resonate with the “Go” or some the 
“Grow.” This only means we need to work in making it clear how they connect to one another. When we 
invite people in, we need to invite them where we can connect them best. However, like Jesus, we never 
want someone to simply remain where they are. Jesus calls his disciple to movement, so in the coming 
weeks and months, I invite you to ask where you are lacking. Where is Jesus calling you and us to grow?            
I am excited to journey along with you. -Pastor Nick 
 



 

 

The new Mission Statement for Sharon Methodist Church! 

                                 “Know, Grow, Go” 
 

     Know God’s Love,  
 
       
           Grow in God’s Love,   
 
 
                         
                         Go in God’s Love.  
                                                                              

                    Deadlines 
 
Sunday Bulletin:     Tues Noon         
March Newsletter:  Thurs Feb 20    

2020 Westside 6  Weds Lenten Luncheon Series  

“24 Hours That Changed the World” 
 

                  
          
 

 
 

 

 

 
March 4       Mark 14: 12-25           “The Last Supper” 
                      Lovely Lane UMC          Rev. Scott Meador 
March 11     Mark 14: 26-42          “In the Garden of Gethsemane” 
                      Ashbury UMC                Rev. Diane Townsley 
March 18     Mark 14: 43-72          “Jesus Before Caiphas” 
                      St. Mark’s UMC             Rev. Bonnie Koeppen 
March 25     Mark 15: 1-15             “Jesus Before Pilate” 
                      Salem UMC                    Rev. John Louk 
April 1          Mark 15: 15b-23        “The Soldiers Mock Jesus” 
                     Trinity-St. James UMC  Rev. Jaymee Glenn-Burns 
April 8          Mark 15: 25-39           “The Crucifixion of Jesus”  
                      Sharon UMC                   Rev. Nick Grove  

 



 

 

         
                                       “Journey” meets Thurs Feb 20 11:30 am Sharon Room 
                                                       Topic: “Going to Church” 

                                                                                                                             
Questions??    Contact:  Bobbi Wilkinson      319-430-6467      

246luth@mchsi.com  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                
                                      

     February Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                  

        17  - Jan & Larry McMann             01  Bobbie Wilkinson,                   
       Kris Stevens 
 02  Ray Brown, Josh Usher 
 06  Joey Chyma 
 15  Kathleen Weiss 
 19  Nancy Ellison 
 21  Keith Berk 
               26  Lorene Trachta 

Card Ministry  
Tuesday 

February 25 
1:00 pm               

                         February                                         

     No Tues AM Men’s Breakfast                                

                                                                                     
No Weds AM Bible Study   

 



 

 

Sharon United Methodist Church                                                                                               
Church Council  Meeting  12-15-19 

                                                                                                                             

Start Time:  11:25 
Number in Attendance:  14 
 
Minutes from previous meeting:  Dale Usher made a motion to approve minutes from the last meeting; Dustin Boxa seconded.  
Minutes approved. 
 
Old Business 

1. Sanctuary TVs- TVs have been purchased.  Electrical will have to be run after installation.  Steve Flockhart, Don Speer, 
and Pastor Nick will work together to figure out exact locations.  Don has looked at possible locations.  Don suggests 
starting with two front ones and see how that process goes.  After the holidays- gets mounts and install front ones. 

 
2. AED- ThinkSafe, a local company, has discounts/grants.  They have a wifi option for additional $325.  Someone is                    

donating $500 towards the cost.  The total for device and wifi is $1275.  Discounts end 12/31/19.  It was suggested that 
inquiry with St. Lukes occurs, otherwise go with Think Safe for a total of $775.  Cecil Ellison made a motion to follow 
through with the discussion suggestions, John Powers seconded.  Motion carried. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Facilities Committee-  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
SPPRC- Will be meeting in January to fill committee slots.  Meeting date to be determined. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Finance- Dustin Boxa shared that year end finances are updated through November.  We have a surplus of $11,749, but will 
most likely increase to approximately $13,000 by year end.  This is without apportionments being paid.  Dustin recommended 
paying surplus to apportionments;  Rona Gilbert agreed as Chair of Finance Committee.  Since the budget is just a little lower, 
Dustion and Rona agreed that it would be better to pay surplus upfront.  Dustin Boxa made a motion to move ahead with pay-
ment as indicated; Rona Gilbert seconded.  Motion carried. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Endowment- Clarification of recently discussions continues. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Trustees-  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Pastor/Office Manager- Allotment for Continuing Ed to be paid.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Structural Organization- Mission defines structure.  Pastor would like for Council to consider a simplified structure for                   
Council.  The simplified structure would consist of 7-15 members.  The Leadership Board would need to be trusted in providing                       
leadership and with the responsibility of making decisions for the church.  Quarterly State of the Church meetings would occur.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Teams- There would continue to be teams that would focus on a specific purpose and have a timeframe to complete the pur-

pose.  The individuals on such teams would be asked to participate based on gifts and talents.  The Board would establish 

boundaries for what teams do, and how much money they would have to spend.  SPRC and Trustees have to be kept intact. 

 This is something for the Council to think and pray about.  What more do you need to know?  Write down any questions you 
may think of for our next meeting.  This doesn’t have to be done instantly, but could be done in stages.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Worship- Kudos to choir for doing such a great job on the Sundays they’ve sung.  Nothing else at this time. 
  
New Business-  No new business at this time. 
 
Next Meeting:  February 9 after church 
Meeting adjourned:  12:10 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lynda Lanus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Council Secretary 



 

 

February Sunday Helpers      

Date Greeters 
 

Liturgist Sound 
System 

Laptop Cleaning 
Crew 

 
2 

Phyllis Daugherty 
Jan Kuda 

1 OPENING 

Kathy                  
Patterson-

Emery 

Brian  
Coffin 

Mary Boxa Boxa 

 
9 

Kathy Patterson-
Emery 

 
 

Kelly & Mike 
Stagg  

 

Marcy 
Usher 

Dale Usher Cecil Ellison Dale Usher 

 
16 

Marie Kendall 
   Nancy Ellison 

Jan McMann 

Toni Overton Steve  
Flockhart 

Jan 
McMann 

Evenson, 
Chyma 

 
23 

Jan Kuda 
 

Jan & Larry 
McMann  

 

Mark Achey Duane  
Usher 

1 OPENING Tomash, 
Duane Usher 

      

 

The Endowment Committee 
                                                                                                                             

How can you best provide a legacy gift to help carry on the mission & ministry of 
your Church? Find out how the Endowment can help. 

Have you remembered your church in your will?  

 
Treasurer’s Report December 2019 Year-to-date 

 
                                           
                                                    December 2019 YTD    December 2018 YTD   Difference  
 
    Income for operating budget                        151,870        143,086                          8,784 
      
    Expenses for operating budget                    (136,387)      (146,119)                         9,732                   
    
      Surplus/(Deficit)                                           15,483           (3,033)                      18,516 
          
     2019 Apportionments Paid:                    $15,400 (53%)          

                                                                                                                             
February Sunday Scripture for Pastor Nick’s Sermons                                                                                  

Feb 2 Rom 11:33-12:2   Feb 9    Phil 2:1-11    Feb 16 Phil 4:4-9     Feb 23 Acts 1:6-11 


