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 Dear Sharon UMC,  
 
I have a hard time believing this newsletter represents six whole months here in Cedar Rapids. In some ways, we have 
made great strides on our mission, vision, desires, and energy to see us move toward the future, and on the other hand, 
I feel like I am still trying to get my bearings straight on which way is which, especially now that we are starting a new 
year and decade.  

Growing up, I always enjoyed the season between Christmas and New Year’s Day. The season meant being 
with family, enjoying guests at our house, and resetting ourselves for the upcoming year. I hope you have a chance to 
take a day to breathe this holiday season, actually celebrate Christmas in God’s presence, and take time to rest. In the 
holiday shuffle, we can get so worked up about what is going to happen and when, did we get it all lined up just right, 
or did it happen exactly like we had hoped?  

When it all passes, there is nothing so bitter as the post-Christmas blues if your expectations of the days and 
weeks were not met. This season becomes extremely easy to project your hopes on what should happen and how it 
should feel, building anticipation toward those expectations, and how it plays out until January 2nd or earlier arrives. 
How often do we feel full from this time of year when it does not line up as we want?  

I would venture to guess this is why 90% or more of New Year Resolutions die in the first few weeks. We got 
so excited and overjoyed until the winter really bears down on our souls. Below zero wind chills, large piles of snow, 
and the daylight inching to increase at a snail’s pace. We patiently await Spring, which could keep us waiting until  
mid-May some years. The reality can be difficult to deal with when we project out.  

I am excited for the next year and the direction we are headed. However, I know better than to get too high or 
unrealistic expectations. My hope is we here at church are going to slowly and steadily lean into our new mission: 
“Know God’s Love, Grow in God’s Love, Go in God’s Love” or succinctly put, “Know, Grow, Go.” We are going to 
be steady in looking at the long run in what it means for us and our lives. We are going to begin navigating into the 
unknown in how our mission is practiced at our church, and we are going to learn together, making mistakes along the 
way.  

This new year, this new decade, I hope we can better understand together where God is calling us in this 
neighborhood, in this area of Cedar Rapids, in this area of Iowa, and across the world to be the best stewards of God’s 
church. So I invite you to join us in worship to begin to hear more about this in January and February, begin to talk to 
others and myself about your understanding of this mission, and help us in navigating our steps forward. God’s peace 
in this holiday season and beginning of 2020.-Pastor Nick 

 
 



 

 

The new Mission Statement for Sharon Methodist Church! 
 

                Know God’s Love, Grow in God’s Love, Go in God’s Love.  
                                                “Know, Grow, Go” 

                    Deadlines 
 
Sunday Bulletin:  Tues Noon         
Feb Newsletter:    Thu Jan 23 

                      January Sunday Scripture for Pastor Nick’s Sermons   

                  Jan 5 Matthew 2:1-12   
                        Jan 12 Matthew 28:16-20 

                  Jan 19 Romans 5:6-11   
              Jan 26 John 4:19-26 

                   

                                                
                    NO CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING IN JANUARY 

                                                                                                                             

The holidays end but hunger does not.                                                           

Your Sharon Food Pantry donations are important in January                                                                   

Thank you for being generous. 

                             



 

 

         
                                       “Journey” meets Thurs Jan 16th 11:30 am 
                                                        
                                                      Mary Boxa’s home 
                                                         607 Hillside Dr 
                                                       Fairfax, IA 52228 
                        
 

Topic — Family  
Discussion: Our biological families and our spiritual families.  

                                                                                                                                 
Questions??    Contact:  Bobbi Wilkinson      319-430-6467      

246luth@mchsi.com  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Journey’s Christmas Blessing for 2019 

Our December Christmas Project 

 
 

This year Journey chose to help those in need at Bridgehaven with gifts to support families who need 
food, diapers, and formula.  They also requested household cleaning items and paper products for 
these same families.   
 

We gave them some of the following:  many cans of fruit and canned pasta -- diapers, many packages 
of baby wipes, shampoo, baby formula -- detergent, several hand sanitizers, several packages of 
Kleenex, paper towels, napkins --  20+ coupons for diapers which don’t expire till 12/2020 – each 

coupon worth $1 - $3 off.   
 

 As we enjoyed our lunch at a local restaurant, we talked about how we really loved giving  to others 
in need. This led to a devotion about Mary who was a chosen vessel whom God used, to become     
Jesus’s mother --  she did God’s will without hesitation. A second devotion was about thoughts that 
Mary might have had during their journey to Bethlehem.  We finished our devotion with a “Going 
Back In Time” segment --- a recording of Sharon Choir singing “Carol of the Bells” in December 
2017.    
 

During this season and for 2020, Our Gift To Others Is “Mary’s Song”  -- being humble 
and accept without hesitation to the call of God and his Journey for us.  



 

 

Sharon United Methodist Church 
Meeting Date:  11-24-2019 

Start Time: 11:20 
Number in Attendance: 14 
 

Opening-Prayer 
Minutes from previous meeting: Dustin Boxa made a motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting; Cecil Ellison seconded.  Minutes 
approved. 
 

Old Business 
Charge Conference- went well and all forms and documents were completed as expected.   
TVs for the Sanctuary- Based on the proposal from last month’s meeting, Cecil Ellison had been looking for sales of TVs that we might 

purchase for the sanctuary.  He was able to find a good deal during a pre-Black Friday sale at Costco.  The cost of a 75” tv is $749, 
and 50-55” tvs are approximately $350 each.  Cecil and Nancy are donating the cost of one 55” tv, which would bring the total cost 
of purchasing tvs to approximately $2000.00 with taxes.  This is approximately the cost of one 75-80” tv when not on sale.  Con-
cerns were voiced about the cost of wiring/electrical work, and it was discussed that the tv monitor updates would most likely need 
to be completed in stages, with the first stage possibly being the purchase of the tvs while on sale.  Don Speer volunteered to over-
see/supervise the electrical work if needed.  Cecil Ellison made the motion that he go ahead and purchase the tvs now, with the 
church storing them until ready for the next stage in the project.  It was proposed that he be reimbursed from the Auction fund. 
Don Speer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Committees  
SPPRC- They will meet to go over Committee replacements, while Pastor sets up a meeting with Nomination Committee.                                        
The custodial position has been filled.   
Finance- Committee is working on the budget, and a letter is expected to be sent to the congregation as a way of updating them on the   
financial status of the church.   
Rona is stepping down from Finance in order to continuing healing and regaining strength.   
Apportionment payment amounts are being looked into.   

Endowment- Dustin is going to check on specific details regarding the CD for Endowment, as there continues to be a need for                                     
clarification.  That being said, there is an availability of funds this year.  Disbursement requests will open up before year end/beginning of 
2020, and information will be included during the weekly emails. 
Facilities- Committee met to review and update both the rental and church closing policies. Dale Usher made a motion to approve the 
changes to the Closing policy.  Cecil Ellison seconded.  Motion carried. 
Changes regarding cost for rentals were edited during the meeting today.  Duane Usher made the motion to approve the updated rental 
policy with the changes made during today’s meeting.  Kiley Flockhart seconded the motion.  Motion carried.     
Pastor/Office- Pastor Nick brought office expense and ordering questions to the Council for clarification so that Pam, or those                                    
responsible, could make the necessary purchases of needed supplies.  
Pastor Nick shared the draft of the Mission and Vision summary report.  It provided the opinions shared during the weekly meetings to  
summarize the purpose, process, results and recommendations of the weekly meetings.  The purpose was to adopt a Mission and embed it 
in all things moving forward.  The mission adopted is that of Know (God’s love), Grow (in God’s love), and Go (share God’s love).  Pastor  
stated that he would like to clean up the draft and then present it to the congregation so that we can start moving forward with our mission 
and vision starting in the new year.  Dustin Boxa made a motion to adopt the mission and vision as summarized by Pastor in his summary 
report.  Duane Usher seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
  
New Business  

First Aid Supplies- these were recently updated by Brock Staley. 
During the update of the first aid supplies, it was noted that we do not have an AED device.  The purchase of this is being looked at in 

terms of a possible Grant to cover the cost.  Does anyone know who to contact for Grant providers?  This also brought up the              
possibility of us having a First Aid team that would be qualified to assist during any medical emergencies that occur during church 
events/ activities.  No further steps were taken at today’s meeting. 

Bulletins- it was requested that a few more bulletins be made for Worship service each week. 
A sign-up sheet for liturgists is needed- announcing the sign-up sheet during the service will occur so that everyone knows where it’s 

located. 
Snow removal- Snow removal was discussed and it was decided that Pastor Nick will be responsible for his driveway, but all sidewalks 

and the parking lot will remain the responsibility of the removal company/team. 
 
Next Meeting: 12-15-2019 following church service 
Meeting adjourned: 12:37 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lynda Lanus 
Council Secretary 



 

 

January Sunday Helpers      

Date Greeters 
 

Liturgist Sound 
System 

Laptop Cleaning 
Crew 

 
5 

Phyllis Daugherty 
2 OPEN 

 

 
1 OPEN 

Brian  
Coffin 

 
1 OPEN 

 

Evenson,  
Chyma 

 
12 

 
3 OPEN 

Marcy 
Usher 

Dale Usher Jan 
McMann 

Tomash, 
Duane  
Usher 

 
19 

Marie Kendall 
Nancy Ellison 

1 OPEN 

Tami 
Flockhart 

Steve 
Flockhart 

Cecil 
Ellison 

 

Odeen, 
Newman, 
Howard 

 
26 

Jan McMann 
Larry McMann 

1 OPEN 

 
1 OPEN 

Duane 
Usher 

Iami 
Flockhart 

Flockhart 

      

 

The Endowment Committee 
A will is not a dead giveaway, it is an extremely important legal document.                                 
It empowers you to determine what happens to your assets, your children,                             

and your Church. 
Have you remembered your church in your will?  

 
Treasurer’s Report November Year-to-date 

 
                                           
                                                    November 2019 YTD    November 2018 YTD   Difference  
 
    Income for operating budget                        136,333        128,183                          8,150 
      
    Expenses for operating budget                    (124,585)      (133,526)                         8,941                   
    
      Surplus/(Deficit)                                           11,749            (5,343)                      17,092  
          

                     

 

   January & February                         
No Tues Men’s Breakfast                                                   
No Weds AM Bible Study   

 
 

Card Ministry                
Saturday January 4th   

1:00 pm 
 


